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UNCLAS STATE 023765 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP.NI 

SUBJECT: AMOFFICE TECH, LAGOS, JUNE 1976 
REFS: (A) LAGOS 312, (B) USDOC 65, (C) LAGOS 695 
(D) STATE A-330 
ACCRA FOR VIGNEAULT 

1 . COMMERCE HAS CAREFULLY WEIGHED COMMENTS IN REFTELS 
REGARDING SUITABILITY OF MAINLAND HOTEL AS SITE FOR SUBJECT 
EVENT. WE HAVE CONCLUDED THAT, OVERRIDING CONSIDERATION 
IS THAT OF ACCELERATING U.S. TRADE PROMOTION ACTIVITIES IN 
IMPORTANT NIGERIAN MARKET. WE FEEL COMPELLED THEREFORE TO 
UNDERTAKE AMOFFICE TECH DESPITE LESS THAN IDEAL PHYSICAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES WITH WHICH WE MUST CONTEND. CONSIDERATION 
ALSO GIVEN TO APPARENT INCONSISTENCY OF OUR ENCOURAGING 
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NIGERIA WITHOUT BEING WILLING TO FACE SOME OF THESE 
DIFFICULTIES IN OUR OWN PROGRAMS. 


2. PRESS ACCOUNTS IN U.S. OF RECENT NIGERIAN REACTIONS 
REGARDING ANGOLA HAVE LED SOME POTENTIAL U.S. EXHIBITORS 
TO DISPLAY HESITANCY FULLY COMMIT THEMSELVES AT THIS TIME 
TO PARTICIPATE. THIS LIKELY BE SHORT LIVED PHENOMENA AND 
FIRM READING ON RECRUITMENT EXPECTED NEXT TWO TO THREE 
WEEKS. ALTHOUGH HAVE NO REPEAT NO DOUBT THAT SHOW WILL 
BE FILLED, WOULD PREFER NOT COMMIT HEAVY FUNDING IMME- 
DIATELY IF IT CAN BE AVOIDED. CONSEQUENTLY, IS IT POSSIBLE 

TO DEFER PAYMENT ON MAINLAND SITE UNTIL FEBRUARY 20 OR PAY 
NOW ONLY DEPOSIT OF 10 TO 20 PERCENT? EMBASSY IS, HOW- 
EVER, AUTHORIZED ADVANCE FULL SUM NOW IF FOREGOING NOT 
REPEAT NOT POSSIBLE AND IF FULL PAYMENT ONLY WAY RESERVE 
SPACE. IF FULL PAYMENT REQUIRED, REQUEST EMBASSY ATTEMPT 
SECURE AGREEMENT FROM MAINLAND TO REFUND ALL OR A MAJOR 
PORTION OF PAYMENT IF WE CANCEL GIVING APPROPRIATE NOTICE. 

3. EXHIBIT DESIGN BEING WORKED UP ACCOMMODATING UP TO 20 
BOOTHS BASED UPON SKETCH RECEIVED PER PARA 4 REFTEL A. 

FINAL ARRANGEMENT WILL DEPEND ON WHETHER SEMINAR TO BE 
STAGED IN LOUNGE OR ELSEWHERE IN HOTEL. PLEASE ADVISE 

IF OTHER MEETING ROOM AVAILABLE IN OR ADJACENT TO 
MAINLAND HOTEL. 

4. GREATLY APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S GENEROUS SUPPORT TO DATE. 

LOOK FORWARD TO SUCCESSFUL EXHIBIT DESPITE OBSTACLES. KISSINGER 
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